
TACS SPEAK TO KIDS IN S. CHARLESTON 
 

On Tuesday, August 9, five TACS members, 
Teens Against Cigarettes and Snuff, 
conducted a tobacco education presentation to 
around 35 youth and adults from the South 
Charleston Housing Authority.   
 
The South Charleston Housing Authority in 
partnership with the South Charleston’s 
Women’s Club hosted a Health Fair.  Along 
with TACS, were the South Charleston Fire 
Department, WV State Police and the 
Charleston K-9 Unit. 
 
TACS members included Katelyn Clay, 
Whitney Hodges, Jaytese Westmoreland, 
Ja’Leeza Canada, Rosetta Tillet, and Adult 
Advisor Tim White. 

TACS members shared information designed to 
inform and educate others about the dangers 
associated with using tobacco products such as 
cigarettes and snuff. 
 
With several powerful visual aids such as real lungs 
that had been exposed to cigarette smoke, posters, 
games and hand-outs, the group learned valuable 
information such as how tobacco companies put 
over 4,000 harmful and cancer causing chemicals in 
tobacco products. 
 
They learned that tobacco companies target kids to 
get them addicted to tobacco as early as they can.  
They learned that dipping one can of snuff is equal 
to smoking five packs of cigarettes. 

 
They also learned that the average age of a 
new smoker in WV is 11 years of age while 
the national average is 13 years of age. 
 
Students and adults in attendance were given 
the opportunity to come closer to the real 
lungs display and see up close and personal 
how tobacco causes cancer and other lung 
diseases. 
 
The group really liked the TACS presentation 
and invited them to come back in the future.  
TACS members are getting geared up to have 
another very active year in the fight against 
big tobacco. 
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TV. 
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